
Welcome back to St. Mary’s Parish! 
 
We are so excited to be able to celebrate Mass together again! Things will look a little different, but 
our community has continued to work together to support each other and make it possible to be 
here today. Below you will find a comprehensive list of the changes you can expect as we gather 
over the coming weeks.  
 

1. Bishop Soto’s dispensation for all of the faithful remains in effect and those who are 
vulnerable, over 65, or ill are advised to continue to stay home and join us via live stream. 
This regulation applies to clergy and lay ministers as well so we will be missing our Deacons 
and Fr. Joseph along with many of our dedicated volunteers during this time. Further, any 
Mass you attend, weekdays included, will count towards Sunday attendance. This will ensure 
that each of the faithful has an opportunity to attend Mass at least once each week, as our 
space is limited. 
 

2. Mass will be held primarily in the parish hall with limited seating, utilizing the gym as 
overflow, due to social distancing requirements and we are seeking new volunteers to help 
with proper sanitization between services.   

- Sunday: Parish Hall/Gym – 8am, 11am, 6pm – up to 100 people 
- Sunday: Main Church (Live Stream) – 9:30am – up to 60 people 
- Monday - Saturday: Parish Hall/Gym – 8am – up to 100 people 
- Saturday Vigil: Parish Hall/Gym – 5:00pm – up to 100 people 

 
3. In accordance with new Church guidelines, we have to limit the number of people attending 

each Mass. In order to avoid having to turn anyone away at the door, we are providing 
tickets to the Saturday Vigil and Sunday Masses, which can be reserved through Eventbrite 
each week. Those who may not have internet access can call 916.452.0296 ext. 25 to 
complete their reservation. Tickets may be reserved weekly beginning Thursdays at 10:00 
a.m. and closing Fridays at 5:00 p.m. Parishioners are encouraged to bring your tickets either 
printed or on your phone and arrive to Mass 10-20 minutes early to check in. Anyone 
without a ticket will be admitted closer to the Mass start times and as seating allows until we 
reach occupancy. Non-Ticketed visitors will be asked to sign in with their name and contact 
information should there be a need for Contact Tracing. 
 

4. You are encouraged to arrive early and wear PPE including a mask. Gloves are also advised if 
you choose, however, hand sanitizer will be available as you enter. Masks should be worn 
throughout Mass and removed only to receive communion. When you do arrive, please look 
for signs and volunteer guides who will direct you to the designated entrances and exits to 
maintain a singular flow of foot traffic with social distancing.  
 

5. Families will be seated together and spaced a minimum of 6’ from those outside their home 
group to maintain social distance. Once you are seated you are asked to remain there until 
the conclusion of Mass. Communion will be given to you in your seat and we’re encouraged 
by the Bishop to please receive in the hand at this time to help prevent the spread of COVID-
19. The Offertory will be collected as you enter/exit Mass in baskets with Ushers standing 
by. You may also choose to give online at 
https://secure.etransfer.com/StMarysSacramento/donate.cfm. One bathroom stall in each 
the men’s and women’s rooms will be opened and cleaned before and after the service for 

https://secure.etransfer.com/StMarysSacramento/donate.cfm


emergency use, however it is recommended that you use the facilities at home before 
attending Mass. 

 
6. Once the Mass has ended, please follow the Usher’s instructions to exit by row and refrain 

from congregating as our volunteers will be working hard to clean and disinfect the area 
before the next Mass.  

 
7. If, at some point after attending Mass at St. Mary’s, you test positive for COVID-19 or find 

that you have recently had significant exposure to someone who has tested positive, Bishop 
Soto has asked that you contact St. Mary’s Church so we can clarify the situation and enact 
Contact Tracing protocols if necessary. This means St. Mary’s will reach out to anyone who 
attended the same Mass as you to let them know about possible exposure and to monitor 
their own symptoms should any arise. Contact Tracing is an additional measure to keep each 
of us safe and alert to possible community spread. We thank you all for understanding and 
participating in this endeavor! 

 
8. During Mass you will notice changes limiting processions, bringing up the gifts, as well as use 

of altar servers, lectors and other lay ministers. These are all being done to limit the number 
of people in attendance, to allow our few volunteers to be present at different Masses, to 
keep as much social distance as possible, and to limit the amount of items changing hands 
during the service.  

 
9. Missalettes and Music Issues have been removed from the church along with any additional 

prayer cards and materials to conform with the Bishop’s guidelines. Any papers left in the 
church are to be discarded after each Mass. In response to this we are offering to let 
parishioners take home their own copy of the Missalette (while supplies last) to use during 
live streams or to bring with them when they attend in person. During Mass in the hall, we 
will utilize the projector to display worship aids for you to follow.  

 
 

Many Parts, Yet We Are All One!  
As mentioned, due to the new COVID-19 regulations, we are missing several of our dedicated 
volunteers. We ask and encourage at least one able member of each family to sign up to volunteer. 
More volunteers means you may only be asked to serve once a month. Please do consider giving 
your time and talents; they are greatly needed. You may sign up during Mass or by leaving a 
message at the Rectory Office, (916) 452-0296. 

After Mass: We need people to help with clean up after Mass. With more volunteers this can 
go very quickly so as to not take up more than 15-30 minutes of your time after Mass.  
During Mass: We need lectors to read, ushers to assist with collections and helping to direct 
people, as well as someone to run the projector. These positions only require you to arrive 
about 20 minutes before Mass and remain no more than 10 minutes after Mass. 
Live Stream: Our Live Stream Mass will take place Sunday’s at 9:30 a.m. in the Church. We 
need one or two volunteers during this Mass to operate the Live Stream set up. For this 
position you should be comfortable with computers/camera’s but do not need extensive 
knowledge. Training will be provided and live support is a phone call/text away if you have 
any questions while streaming. This position requires you to arrive 30-60 minutes early to 
set up and test the stream. After Mass you can expect to wrap up within about 20 minutes. 

 


