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“Almighty and merciful God, look with compassion on our affliction, and lighten your children’s 
burden and confirm their faith, that they may always trust without hesitation in your fatherly 
providence……”  
 
This is from the Collect (Opening Prayer) from the Mass for Any Need which I’ve used at Mass 
the past few days. It is a very beautiful and meaningful prayer to me and I wanted to share it 
with all of you. I’m missing all of you during this Lent Season. I miss celebrating the Mass with 
you, praying the Stations of the Cross with you, as well as many of the other devotions we 
customarily do as a community during Lent. This includes the Lenten Parish Mission that we had 
planned for March 21-26. But I’m very sure that you are all close to Jesus more than ever now 
as we face the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
I want to let you know that you are all in my prayers and thoughts. In the past few days, I have 
made calls to more than 200 families and individuals in our Parish. I reached many of you and 
for some of you I left voice mails if your mailbox wasn’t full!  I also found that some of your 
phone numbers are no longer in service!  And to some of you, I communicated through email. 
But the most important thing is that you are all in my prayers. I can’t celebrate Mass for the 
public but everyday I’m offering Mass privately in the main Church and I’m praying for all of 
you. I want to assure all of you who had requested a Mass for special intentions that all those 
Masses are offered regularly by myself and Fr. Joseph. To follow the regulations of the 
authorities, we are not celebrating Mass together rather we are doing it individually!  
 
I want to remember the many people who are performing essential services: doctors, nurses, 
first responders, law enforcement & many others – they are all doing a phenomenal job during 
this crisis period and I understand the concerns of their families. I pray that God protects them 
all and keeps them safe so that they can serve the people. 
 
You should know that the Sacrament of Reconciliation is still being administered for those who 
come on Saturday or through an appointment. But confessions are heard in the St. Joseph 
Garden area and we sit at a safe distance! It is not that I’m afraid, but I am considering the 
safety of my Parish Community.  
 
I recently learned that a close friend of mine, a priest from my religious congregation, who has 
ministered in Germany for many years, has tested positive for COVID-19 and is in critical 
condition. I don’t know how he contracted the virus - probably while ministering to his people. I 
request your valuable prayers for that priest-friend of mine. I hear that more than 60 priests 
have died of Coronavirus in Italy so far! It would be painful if I become a cause of spreading the 
Virus to anyone due to my carelessness! This is a right time for us to abstain totally from 
committing sins so that we do not have to go to Confession!  



 
My prayer is for all of you to stay safe and healthy. Our health is our most precious wealth, and 
if we have that we can build up everything that we might lose during this time of extreme 
restrictions. In order to build things up, once the crisis is over, we need to be alive and healthy! 
I sincerely request again, that if you know of parishioners who might be needing some help, 
please bring them to my attention so that I can contact them and, if necessary, organize some 
immediate help for them. 
 
We are making efforts to have a livestream of the Holy Week celebrations in our Church made 
available to our Parish Family. But we have encountered some major issues. First, the Wi-Fi in 
our Church is not in order and we have someone working to fix it. Second, the sound is very 
unclear due to the echo in the Church. We did some test recordings and the sound is of very 
poor quality. If we succeed in solving these problems in the next few days, we will announce 
the availability of the livestreams. Otherwise, I request that you participate in the Holy Week 
masses and liturgies on the TV stations and livestream links that we have provided for you. 
There are also similar links on the Diocesan website.  
 
This Sunday, the Gospel reading is about Jesus at the family of Martha, Mary and Lazarus.  
Lazarus is dead and in the tomb. Jesus wept with the sisters of Lazarus. And, at the end, Jesus 
raised him and restored him back to Martha and Mary. The Jesus who wept at the tomb of 
Lazarus is with us in our crisis moment. The words Jesus uttered to his disciples when he heard 
that Lazarus had died is very important. Jesus said: “And I am glad for you that I was not there, 
that you may believe…” (John 11:15) Jesus had received the news that Lazarus was ill. But he 
stayed in where he was for two more days before he went to visit Lazarus! Why that delay? 
That is what we can call “God’s time.” God will intervene at his time! Even in a very serious 
situation like death, God can use those circumstances to bring us to faith and deepen our faith. 
God’s response to the suffering of His Only Begotten Son was not removing the suffering but 
allowing it for the salvation of the world. This is a great mystery of our life and we will always 
struggle to understand the great mystery of suffering. “Today as you hear His voice, harden not 
your hearts” we read in the Psalm. God speaks to us in and through small things and big things. 
Nothing happens without a reason! 
 
When the world was under the threat of HIV/AIDS, the scientists worked together to invent a 
medicine to treat the disease. That’s great! But did the world decide to change our lives and 
prevent the spread of that killer disease? We should not challenge God and say, ‘You do what 
You want but we are going to thwart all Your attempts to teach us by inventing antidotes to 
everything You try!’ The present crisis of the Coronavirus pandemic, soon will be overcome. I 
pray that the attempts of the great scientists all around the world to derive a vaccine to treat 
the Coronavirus patients and save as many lives as we can, may bear fruit. But let us not 
challenge God. Even this Pandemic should make us change our ways if they are not in 
accordance with the will of God. 
 



Those who follow the Readings of the Weekdays of Lent, especially the past few days will know 
that they are amazing! It seems to me that those readings are arranged specifically for the 
situation that the entire world is facing right now! 
 
The Parish Office is closed but Traci, the Business Manager, is working from home in order to 
continue the essential parish business without interruption. I know everyone of you is affected 
by the current crisis. Some of you have really been hit hard by the pandemic, especially through 
loss of income. I am not unmindful of these realities. But I want to make a sincere request to all 
of you in our St. Mary Parish Family to support your Parish as much as you can. ‘From each 
according to his/her ability’ is what I would request. Please kindly consider the option of 
electronic giving of your offerings so that our parish can meet our essential needs. You can also 
send your offerings through the mail. Your support is crucial for our Parish.  
 
Once again, I pray that all of you stay safe and healthy. Listen to what God is telling you 
individually and collectively during this crisis period. 
 
Your Pastor, 
Fr. Antony Vadakara, CMI 


