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My dear Brothers and Sisters of St. Mary Parish Family, 
 
I am thinking and praying for all of you during these very difficult times as the whole world is 
fighting the Coronavirus Pandemic. I pray that you are all staying safe and healthy.  
 
The observance of Lent in 2020 is, no doubt, different. Though there is no public Celebration of 
Holy Mass, Fr. Joseph and myself are offering Holy Mass every day and offer all of you to God’s 
safe keeping. I believe, ever since St. Mary Church was blessed and the altar consecrated, Holy 
Masses were celebrated without fail except on Good Fridays. We are trying not to break that 
chain and so we are offering Holy Masses every day.  
 
In the Collect (Opening Prayer) of the Mass for Various Needs I used today, it read: “O God, our 
refuge in trials, our strength in sickness, our comfort in sorrow, spare your people, we pray, 
that, though rightly chastised now by affliction, they may find relief at last through your loving 
mercy…” That is very true. It is God’s mercy that we rely on at this moment! 
 
This morning I received a message forwarded to me by a fellow priest. It is in my mother 
tongue, Malayalam, and so I can’t forward it to you as it is. Still I want to share part of its 
content: 
A believer is asking a question to another believer, “Why should we suspend the Public 
Masses? If we have the faith, will not God protect us?” “Why should we be afraid and flee and 
lock ourselves in our homes?” The answer given by one of them is significant for us now as we 
are all told to stay at home to prevent the spread of the Coronavirus. He said, “The Angel of the 
Lord appeared to St. Joseph and said, ‘Take Jesus and Mary and escape to Egypt and live there 
until I tell you.’ Joseph and Mary did not say that their Child is divine and the Son of God and so 
God will protect Him. Instead, they obeyed the message of the Angel. Again, during the public 
life of Jesus, on several occasions the crowd wanted to kill Jesus through various means. 
What did Jesus do? Did he challenge and say, “I am the Son of God; do what you can, God will 
protect me miraculously.” No!  Instead, we read in the Scripture that Jesus escaped from their 
midst. He always escaped until the God-appointed time came. This is, in short, the message I 
received this morning from my friend. Brothers and Sisters, if all the people follow the Public 
Health warning and stay at home for a period of time, I believe the spread of the Coronavirus 
will be brought under control soon, and we will start hearing good news!  So, protect 
yourselves and you will protect others! 
 
Lent always invites us to use three traditionally accepted practices, namely, Prayer, Fasting and 
Almsgiving. This is a forced opportunity for us! Prayer is not easy for anyone, especially with the 
busy pace of our lives. But now that we are staying at home, I am sure we can revive the 
traditional practice of Family Prayer. Spend extra time together and pray daily as a family- the 



Holy Rosary, reading the Bible, watching Holy Mass online, praying the Stations of the Cross etc. 
Fasting is not easy for many people. Many struggle to abstain from some of their favorite foods!  
Now that we can’t go out to shop as much as we would like and some items may not be 
available at the stores, or you do not have enough money in your account to buy all that you 
would like to buy, etc., it provides a natural opportunity for us to abstain from certain foods 
and fast on certain days!  Almsgiving could be a difficult thing to practice at this time because 
many are out of work!  I sympathize with all who are finding it hard to meet your basic needs. 
Please feel free to contact me if you are in dire need and I can try to organize some assistance 
for you.  If you are concerned about the well-being of any of our parishioners, kindly bring them 
to my attention and I will inform the St. Vincent De Paul members or bring it to the attention of 
the Diocese. Please feel free to contact me either through phone or email and we will respond 
to you as soon as we can.  
 
To all my beloved parishioners I want to remind you all, according to your ability, you should try 
to support your parish financially. Our Parish has to meet its routine obligations of paying the 
utility bills and paying the Parish Staff.  Now that public Masses are suspended, it will be more 
difficult for the Parish to receive your valuable offerings.  I would greatly appreciate it if you can 
mail in your offerings or submit them electronically on our website during this time.  Any 
amount that you can afford to give is very much appreciated.  Our Parish depends entirely on 
your generous offerings since we do not have any other source of income. 
 
I want to let you know that all the Mass intentions you have booked at the Parish Office are 
faithfully offered by Fr. Joseph and myself. 
 
An important notice:  
Our Parish Church will be open Monday to Saturday from 7.00am to 9.00am for Private Prayer 
or to visit to the Blessed Sacrament 
On Sundays the Church will be open from 7.00am to 7.00pm 
Infant Mary Chapel is open all days of the week from 7.00am to 7.00pm. 
 
Thank you very much.  May God bless you and protect you. 
 
Your Pastor, 
Fr. Antony Vadakara, CMI 
 


