










TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 In this country, we don’t name our churches “The 
Fourth Avenue Catholic Church,” but rather seek a patron 
saint or mystery of faith. We inherit this tradition from an 
old Roman custom via medieval England. Interestingly, 
that has not been the practice elsewhere, and parishes 
abroad often do carry just the name of the neighborhood.  
In Ireland, the Roman (English) practices didn’t take hold, 
and so churches are known simply by the street they are 
on, or by a nickname. Saint Francis of Assisi in Dublin is 
often called “Adam and Eve” after a pub in the same street. 
The pub sign is an interesting carving of our first parents, 
so they become patrons by default. 
 Increasingly in the United States, we are seeing a  
familiar European pattern emerge when a few churches, 
each bearing the name of a patron saint or mystery, are 
gathered into one parish that bears a different name. Thus, 
we might hear of a parish of “Midvalley City” comprised 
of Saint Mary, Saint Francis, and Saint Ursula churches. 
Once a church has been consecrated, its name may not  
normally be changed. Therefore, when parishes are 
merged, a new name is given to the parish, which may or 
may not be that of a heavenly patron, but the church  
buildings retain their names. In the process, we have lost 
sight of some worthy patrons of old, but have also seen 
new parishes open dedicated to twentieth-century saints 
like Edith Stein, Katharine Drexel, and Mother Teresa. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

LISTENING AND RESPONDING 
 There are three interwoven themes in today’s readings: 
listening to God, faith vs. good works, and losing our life 
in order to find it. How are they related?  
 The Suffering Servant of Isaiah undergoes much  
distress and ridicule, but is able to bear it because he has 
listened to the promptings of God day after day. The psalm 
tells us that God listens, too. God hears our prayers for 
help and is always ready to save us. As our faith deepens, 
so does our desire to do the works of justice and charity 
that build up the reign of God. God directs our actions in 
ways we often cannot see, and we don’t always see the 
results. We are called upon in faith to trust that what we do 
is enough, and that willingness to listen to God’s  
promptings will lead us in the right way. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

We Need Your Help 
We are currently in the  
process of updating our  
vendor list for parish service 
calls and maintenance for the 
appliances in the Giovanni 
Hall Kitchen.  If you are an 
electrician, plumber or   
appliance repair specialist and 
would like to be  
considered ,  or if you know 
one, please contact Traci at parish office at 916-452-
0296 x13.  Thank You !! 

St. Mary Youth Fireworks Booth 
We would like to thank Mary Willett and all the  
volunteers that worked our fireworks booth this year 
for all their efforts.  Special thanks goes to volunteer 
coordinator David Malarkey, Day Captians Louis 
Cullo and Alvaro Hernandez, Voucher Sales  
Coordinator Aaron Patella, The Schelosky Family for 
donating the use of a trailer to transport the  
Fireworks,  Lorenzo Frasca, Craig Alleger and  
Daniel Rossi for picking up and dropping off the  
fireworks each day.  Congratulations to our school’s 
4th grade class for winning the presale voucher con-
test.  They were treated to an ice cream party courte-
sy of Aaron Patella to celebrate their winning sales 
effort.  Thank you Aaron!!  This year our booth sales 
were 10% or more than last year, which qualified us 
for a special drawing for an additional $1,500 cash 
prize.  We attended the TNT meeting last week.   
Unfortunately we were not the winner but we did get 
a lot of new ideas for the booth for next year.  Thank 
you to all those who supported our youth programs 
by Purchasing fireworks at our booth.  With your 
continued support we hope to win that drawing next 
year. 



Preschool at St. Mary’s 2018: All “potty” trained 
three and four-year-old children may attend our year
-round preschool program.  Please continue your 
support and help us promote this important faith-
based preschool program. 

 
Fore the Kids Golf Tournament 
is scheduled for Saturday,  
September 22nd.  Make plans to 
join us at Haggin Oaks Golf  
Center in the fall for a great time.  
It’s all for the kids! To register to 
play, sponsor, volunteer or donate 
go to our website at 
www.saintmaryschool.com 
 

Sign up today with SCRIP and eSCRIP, and Amazon 
Smile Shop with SCRIP: Place orders online, anytime day 
or night! Log on to www.shopwithscrip.com and use 
Group Number 762L7E5D1L336 to register. 
eSCRIP: Log on to www.escrip.com and sign-up!  
Designate St. Mary School to receive contributions. The 
eScrip program is a fundraising program that allows  
participating merchants to contribute a percentage of your 
grocery loyalty cards, credit card, and debit/ATM card 
purchases to the school or organization of your choice. 
Use Code Number 140362864 to register your debit/credit 
cards and your SAFEWAY club card. 
AmazonSmile: On your first visit to AmazonSmile, 
click the “Get Started” button, select St. Mary 
School. Every eligible purchase you make will result 
in a donation to the school. It’s that easy! 

Check out our website at 
www.saintmaryschool.com.  

New students entering grades TK to 8, can now enroll for 
the 2018-2019 school year. Call to schedule a tour or for 
more information contact us at 916-452-1100 or  
lallen@saintmaryschool.com.  


